
Case StudyCase Study

Zausner Residence, Waldoboro, Maine
Lead Architect: Cynthia A. Wheelock, RA, NCARB, Principal, Barba + Wheelock

CHALLENGE:
The owner was looking for a new classic-revival style home with modern amenities that looked like

it had a sense of history and had been around for a long time. The architects, Barba + Wheelock,

wanted to maximize the use of daylighting because of the cooler northern climate and wonderful

quality of light in Maine. Additionally, the design needed to appear traditional from the exterior.

Choosing the right daylighting system for this home was a key to the design. Daylighting exerts a

profound effect on a person's mood and productivity. Poorly designed skylights can be uncomfort-

able to be under. They're sometimes hot, and the glare can be too intense if not designed properly. 

SOLUTION:
This innovative Barba +Wheelock design featured “skylight dormers” which created dramatic lighting

effects and allowed daylight to bathe the rooms from above while maintaining privacy in private

areas such as bathrooms. In some areas, glass blocks set into wood surrounds enabled rooms to

glow from above and below. The skylights are on the east and west sides of the roof.

The house was designed for south west exposure for the main living areas.  

Barba + Wheelock used the Wasco CPYH – Classic Extended Pyramid Skylight.  

The units are 4’-2” x 7’-9” ( custom sizing)  The sloped glazing was 1 1/16” I.G. – 1/4”

Clear tempered over 5/16” clear, H.S. Laminated w/Low-E (3). The light wells them-

selves are 4’-2”x 7’-9” x 4’-7” (w,d,h) Some of the light wells use sloped walls to reflect

the light down into the space. While the skylights themselves are not vented, there

are operable windows in the light wells.
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Barba + Wheelock

Barba + Wheelock Architecture, Preservation + Design is a professional architectural firm located in

Portland, Maine that is dedicated to the philosophy that the fabric of the past is an integral part of the

future. The firm was established with a commitment to preserving the best of New England’s heritage

while providing integral building solutions for the future. This approach encompasses the use of regional

and sustainable materials with research of past construction techniques and materials to create the

most appropriate response to each design challenge.

Barba + Wheelock • 500 Congress Street, Portland, ME 04101 • (207) 772-2722

Cynthia Wheelock and Nancy Barba, principals of Barba + Wheelock (pictured at the dock at the Zausner Residence)
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